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had tried to raise for the relief of agrarian famine had
not realised a half of the sum required. c A great
financial crisis/ he went on, ' is looming in the back-
ground, and the throng of famished peasants is growing
daily. ... I think this fearful calamity will with God's
help for some time to come keep the Russians from
making war on their unsuspecting neighbours. This, of
course, would keep the " Johnny Crapauds " [the French],
as your sailors call them, quiet, and if they keep quiet
everybody else is quiet. So that on the whole the
outlook for the end of the year is a good one.'l

That was typical: Russia's troubles made the future
brighter than it would otherwise have been, and with
Russia financially crippled and threatened by famine, the
Johnny Crapauds (the Emperor's version of * Froggies ')
would not be able to do much encircling. So much seems
certain, but the Emperor's habit of expressing diametric-
ally opposite opinions simultaneously on the same subject
makes it difficult always to follow him. He wrote, for
instance, in his Memoirs that, as long as Tsar Alexander III
was alive, Germany was safe from any attack from Russia,
but a few months only after this letter to the Queen he
told her that Russia was busy preparing for an invasion
of Germany, was massing troops on the frontier of
Eastern Prussia, and that a Russian general lately at
Warsaw had proudly remarked, ' Je suis la poing de la
Russie sur le poitrine de 1'Allemagne; un mot du Tsar
et je 1'enfonce.' 2 Steadfast, however, was his desire to
keep on good terms with his grandmother, and again he
proposed himself for a private visit to Osborne during
the next Cowes week. This time the Queen was far

1  Letters HI, ii. pp. 82-84.

2  William II, My Memoirs, p. 19;   Letters III, ii. p. 116.